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PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 27th March 2008 B Drinking wine poses no health risk for European
consumers with respect to pesticide residues

On 26th March 2008, Pesticides Action Network (PAN B a campaign group focussing exclusively on

pesticides) held a press conference at the European Parliament to release a report on pesticide

residues in wine. Responding to this report, Jose Ram—n Ferntndez, Secretary General of CEEV
(ComitZ EuropZen des Entreprises de Vins) declared that Odrinking wine poses no health sk for

European consumers with respect to pesticide residuesO:

¥ The wine industry takes the consumersO concerns about food safety very seriously.

¥ Pesticides provide the necessary tools to protect the vineyards from pests and disease on the
basis of Good Agricultural Practice (GAP), often complementing with organic and integrated
agricultural methods.

¥ EU food policy guarantees a high level of protection for human health. The Maximum Residue
Levels (MRLs) for pesticides are set by the authorities on the basis of an actual assessment of
residues found in field trials on GAP:

0 consumer safety risk assessment have demonstrated that the presence of some residues
in food does not put the consumer at risk ;

0 aresidue does not imply a risk ;

o the risk depends on both the level of residue present in the food and the amount of food
actually ingested by the consumer ;

o if an MRL is exceeded, it does not necessarily imply any risk to human health as it does
not represent a safety limit.

¥ Therefore, the use of pesticides and monitoring of residues are both frame worked by European
and national regulations and very carefully controlled by independent scientists.

¥ According to a report by the French Ministry of Agriculture (2005), which analyzed grapes and
wines between 1999 and 2003, only 0,3% of wine grapes exceeded the Maximum Residue
Level (MLR), and none were remotely near levels that could be dangerous for human health.

¥ Thanks to the winemaking process (pressing, cleaning and fermentation process), virtually no
residues are let in the final product.

¥ PANOs report and the associated press communication are unacceptable because there is no
risk of consuming wine from the presence of trace amounts of pesticide residues.

¥ All pesticide detected in PANOs analysis are autorised for use in the EU.

¥ The residues were found in very small quantities (at the part per billion level) in the analyzed
wines.
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Note to editors:

¥ CEEV is the representative body of the EU industry and trade in Wines: still wines, aromatised
wines, sparkling wines, ligueur wines and other vine products. Its membership comprises 24
national associations representing more than 7000 wine companies and more than 90% of the
European wines exported worldwide. With almost ! 6 billion annual exports in 2006, the EU
wine sector contributes to a surplus of ! 3 billion to the EU balance of trade.

¥ The EU Wine sector contributes some ! 15 billion a year to the European Union economy. In
2005, there were about 1.3 million holdings with vineyards for wine production in the EU-25,
representing more than 20% of all EU farms.

¥ Website: www.ceev.be
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